
2022

Annual

Report



Contents
Word of Acting Director Dr. Milica Djurił-Jovińił................. .... .........................................................................

Timeline .......... .... .................................................................... .... ........................................................................... .

About ScienceFundof the Republic of Serbia.................. ...... ........................................................................

Organization and Decision-making Bodies.......... ...... .....................................................................................

Funding............................................................. ........ ...............................................................................................

Programs of ScienceFund......................... ....... ..................................................................................................

Portfolio  of the Funding Programs.............................................. .....................................................................

PROMIS2020-2022............................ ......... ....................................................................................................

Program for  Development of Projects in the Field of Artificial  Intelligence.....................................  

The Serbian Science and Diaspora Collaboration Program..............................................................

Program IDEAS............................................................................................................................. ... ...............

Special Research Program on COVID-19................................................................................................

Program IDENTITIES............................................................................................................................. ... .. 

Green Program of Cooperation between Science and Industry.......................................................  

Program PRISMA............................................................................................................................. ... ............   

Project  monitoring ............................................................................................................................. ... ............

Supervisory visits............................................................................................................................. ... .........

Forthcoming Programs in 2023.......................................................................................................................  

Project Evaluation ............................................................................................................................. ... ............

Three Main Criteria  for  the Evaluation of All Project Proposals......................................................  

Experts for  Project  Evaluation and Selection......................................................................................

1

2

3

4

8

9

10

11

13

15

17

19

21

23

26

28

29

30

31

32

33



Contents
Building institutional capacity............................. .............. .............................................................................. .....

Systemsupport for the development of ScienceFund..... .............. ............................................. ... ...........

Support from the World Bankand the EuropeanUnion through Project òSAIGEó..... ......... .... ........... ..

Cooperation with experts on environmental protection, social impacts, and ethical issues é.......... 

Innovation Strategy Consulting Company ðC AR SA ................................................................................

International  Work Group for design and development of SFRS programs and proceduresééé..éé. 

International Collaboration ............................................................................................................................. ... ..

Science Europe.................... .......... ............................................................ .... ............................. .........................

International Cooperation Development Plan for 2023......................... .... ..... ......... ................. ..................

Cooperation and Open Communication with the Scientific Community in Serbia..... ...... ....... ... ..............

Open-door Sessions and Workshops................... ................. .............. ............ ....................... ......................

Events of the Science Fundééé..... ............................. ................................................................... ... .................

Promotion of the projects............................................................................................... ........... .... .... ........................

ScienceFund in Mediaand on Social Networks................................................................. .... ... ..... ................

Analytics................................................................................................................. .............. ..... .............................

34

34

35

40

41

44

46

51

56

57

37

37

38

39

39



Dear colleagues, partners,  and stakeholders,

Reflecting on the remarkable journey  of the Science Fund of the Republic of Serbia, I am 

filled  with  pride and gratitude  for  the significant  progress we have made in just  four 

short years. Our institution  was founded with  a clear visionñto elevate Serbiaõs scientific  

landscape by promoting excellence,  fostering innovation,  and encouraging international  

collaboration .

Since our establishment in 2019, we have pursued our mission to build  an independent  

institution  that  serves as a catalyst  for  scientific  advancement in Serbia. Our progress 

would not have been possible without  the invaluable support of the Government of 

Serbia, the Ministry of Education, Science and Technological Development, the newly 

formed Ministry of Science, Technological Development and Innovation,  the members of 

the Scientific  Council, the Supervisory and Management Board, the Serbian Academy of 

Sciences and Arts, Scientific  and Research Organizations (SROs) across Serbia, as well  as 

representatives of research funding agencies across Europe, the World Bank, and the 

European Union Delegation to Serbia. This collective  effort  has strengthened our 

institution,  transforming  it  into  a dynamic and agile organization capable of addressing 

the evolving needs of the scientific  community.

In just  four years, we have successfully launched eight funding programs, each 

thoughtfully  designed to significantly  enhance scientific  research and innovation  in 

Serbia. These programs are focused not only on strengthening the capacities of research 

organizations and teams but also on empowering individual  researchers. Our dedicated 

team remains steadfast in supporting scientific  endeavours that  contribute  to building a 

knowledge-based society.

Through public  competitive  calls, we uphold the principles of quality,  transparency,  

impartiality,  and efficiency,  ensuring that  our efforts  have a lasting and meaningful 

impact .

As we look to the future,  let  us remain committed  to advancing the spirit  of 

collaboration,  innovation,  and excellence.

Dr. Milicaņuriĺ-Joviļiĺ

Acting Director, Science Fund of the Republic of Serbia

Word of Acting Director
Dr. Mili caŏurił-Jovińił
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Timeline

2022

May

September

March

November

February

June

April

August

Signingagreement on the joint project of EUand the World BankðSAIGE

Openingof the Public Call for the Program IDENTITIES

Preparing program completion  activities ð PROMIS 2020, Program AI 

and Program COVID-19

Preparation of the Public Call for Program IDENTITIES

Openingof the Public Call for the Green Program of Cooperation between

Science and Industry

Opening of the Public Call for the Program PRISMA

Closing of the Public Calls for Program PRISMA and Green Program 

Open Door sessions organized during preparation of project proposals for the 

program IDENTITIES

Open Door sessions during preparation of project proposals for the Green 

Program and Program PRISMA

December Participating in General Assemblyof the ScienceEurope

2

Preparation of the Public Call for the Green Program of Cooperation 

between Science and Industry

Preparation of the Public Call for the Program PRISMA

Selection of 16 projects approved for funding within Program IDENTITIES

Science Fund marked three years since the establishment and presented the 

scientific results of supported research projects

2023



About Science Fund

of the Republic of Serbia

Science Fund of the Republic of Serbia is a public  organization established in 2019 by 

the Government of the Republic of Serbia, based on the Law on the Science Fund of 

the Republic of Serbia. Goal of the Science Fund is to support continuous development  

of scientific  research and development  activities  in the Republic of Serbia through 

competitive  public  calls.

Science Fund programs are driven by scientific  excellence and quality,  designed to 

support both fundamental  and applied scientific  research and their  potential  for  

commercial  utilization .

The Science Fund enhances the professional capacities of researchers in Serbia, encourages 

young researchers to participate  in scientific  projects,  facilitates  procurement  of capital  

equipment for scientific  research organizations, strengthens researchers' ability  to pursue 

international  opportunities,  and promotes collaboration  between science and industry.

SFRS procedures are aligned with  the procedures followed  by other funding agencies within  EU 

countries. This alignment aims to ensure competitiveness,  transparency, independence and 

objectivity  throughout  the project  evaluation.

SFRSsupports social, technological,  cultural  and economic development of the Republic 

of Serbia by providing funds and supporting development of scientific  and research 

activities .

Our mission

òSupporting scientific, R&D,and technological projects that are based

on scientific  excellence and quality.

Our vision

ò

3

ò

òPromoting social, technological, cultural, and economic development of

the Republicof Serbiaby financing scientific andR&Dprojects.



Organization and Decision-

making Bodies

ManagingBoard

Program 

Preparation

Monitoring and  

Evaluation of  

Project 

Implementation

Administ ration

Program 

Evaluation 

andAnalytics
LegalAffai rs Finances

Programsand Projects  

Sector

LegalAffai rs,Administ ration and  

Finance Sector

Scientific Council

Director

SupervisoryBoard

The Science FundõsTeam

ScienceFundõsteam consistsof 40 highly motivated people coming from a range of 

dif ferent areasof expertise. Sinceits establishment, ScienceFundhasbeen growing, 

continuously building its team and professional capacities.

Acting Director

Dr. MilicaDjurił-Jovińił
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ManagingBoard

The Managing Board consists of a chairperson and four members. The Managing boardõs role 

is to adopt general acts of Science Fund, its Programs, annual plan of the programs, and 

financial plans, reports on performed activities, rules of procedure, as well as other 

procedures, as defined by the Law on Science Fund.

Dr. Vujo Drndarevił

Chairmanof the ManagingBoard  

Schoolof Electri cal Engineering  

University of Belgrade

Reti red Professor

Dr. Vladan Vuletił

Member of the Managing Board 

MassachusettsInstitute of Technology,  

Cambridge, MA, USA,

Full Professor

Dr.MomńiloPavlovił

Member of the Managing Board 

Institute for Contemporary History  

University of Belgrade

Principal Research Fellow

Mr. Gordana DaniloviłðGrkovił

Member of the Managing Board 

ScienceTechnologyPark Belgrade  

Acting Director

Dr. JovanBabił

Member of the Managing Board 

Faculty of Philosophy  

University of Belgrade  

Retired Professor
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Scientific Council

The Scientific Council of ScienceFund is the highest expert and advisory body of Science 

Fund. The Scientific Council consists of 15 members, representatives of the scientific 

community: two representatives from each of six scientific fields ðnatural sciences

and mathematics, technology and engineering sciences, medical sciences, biotechnical 

sciences, social sciences and humanities, two members from industry, as well as one 

member proposed by the Serbian Academy of Sciences and Arts. Its members are 

internationally recognized in their respective scientific fields, whereas at least two thirds 

hold the highest scientific or teaching title.

TheScientific Councilõsrole is to provide expertise in designingScienceFundõsPrograms, 

operations, procedures, and Public Calls.

Academician Stevan Pilip ovił  

Chairmanof the Scientific Council  

SerbianAcademy of SciencesandArts  

Full member of SASA

Dr. Miroslav Nikolił

Institute for Multidisciplinary Research 

University of Belgrade

Full Professor

Dr. Milan Pantił  

Faculty of Sciences  

University of Novi Sad  

Full Professor

Dr.ŏorŅeVukelił

Faculty of Technical Sciences 

University of Novi Sad 

Full Professor

Dr.DuģanStarńevił

Faculty of Organizational Sciences 

University of Belgrade

ProfessorEmeritus

Dr. Vladimir ŏukił  

Faculty of Medicine  

University of Belgrade  

Full Professor

Dr.SneĥanaB. Pajovił  

Faculty of Medicine  

University ofNiģ

Full Professor

Dr.SneĥanaBogosavlj eviłBoģkovił  

Faculty of AgronomyŃańak  

University of Kragujevac

Full Professor

Dr. AleksandarFiģteģ

Faculty of Technology

University of Novi Sad

Full Professor

Dr. Mina Zrnoj evił

Institute of Comparati ve Law  

University of Belgrade  

SeniorResearchAssociate

Dr. Milan Jovanovił

Faculty of Political Sciences 

University of Belgrade  

Full Professor

Dr. Aleksandar Rastovił  

Historical Institute

University of Belgrade

Principal Research Fellow

Dr. Ljiljana RogańMijat ovił  

Faculty of Dramatic Arts  

University of Arts in Belgrade  

AssociateProfessor

Igor Bogiłevił

Seven BridgesGenomicsLtd. Belgrade

Dr. Darko Ivanovił

2Dsoft Company
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Supevisory Board

The Supervisory Board consists of a chairperson and two members. Supervisory Boardõs role

is to monitor Material and Financial Operations of the Science Fund of the Republic of

Serbia, as defined by the Law on Science Fund.

Dr. Radovan Pejanovił 

Faculty of Agriculture

University of Novi Sad

Full Professor
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Dr. Milorad Filipovił 

Faculty of Economics

University of Belgrade

Full Professor

Dr. Marija Ignjatovił 

Faculty of Law

University of Niģ

Full Professor



Funding
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Total Funding in 2022

Budget of the Republic of Serbia: û 8,671,921

World BankðProject SAIGE: û 7,157,597

Total : û 15,829,518

In May 2022, Science Fund of the Republic of Serbia attended  the signing of the 

agreement between the European Union and the World Bank, which formalized  this 

international  partnership  in the implementation  of the SAIGE project . The event on the 

was organized in the Science and Technology Park Belgrade. 

Signing of the agreement between the European Union and the World Bankï

additional funds for financing within the SAIGEproject



Programs of the Science Fund

The Programs of the Science Fund have been designed having in mind the needs of the 

scientific  community in the Republic of Serbia and the needs and challenges of society in 

general. Programs support technological  development,  advanced and innovative  ideas, 

the development of human resources, laboratories, and scientific  infrastructure,  

integration  into  international  science trends,  cooperation between science and industry,  

and other topics that  are of strategic  and social significance.

1) Programfor ExcellentProjectsofYoungResearchers
(PROMIS)

9.0aϵ

2) Programfor DevelopmentofProjectsin theFieldof 
ArtificialIntelligence(AI)

2.2aϵ

3) SerbianScienceandDiasporaCollaboration
Program: Knowledge Exchange Vouchers

0.8aϵ

4) ProgramIDEAS 30.0aϵ

5) SpecialResearchProgramonCOVID-19 2.0aϵ

6) ProgramIDENTITIES 2.0aϵ

7) ProgramPRISMA 25aϵ

8) GreenProgramofCooperationbetweenScience 
andIndustry

3.5aϵ

9



Port folio of the Funding Programs in 

Implementation

Research Programs

No. 1 2 3 4 5

Program PROMIS AI IDEAS COVID-19 IDENTITITES

No. of Submitted Project s 585 70 917 129 160

No. of Approved Projects 59 12 105 14 16

Min. Approved Project Budget û25.261,66û121.296,51û67.943,75û46.865,92û73.063,30

Max. Approved Project Budget û200.000,00û200.000,00û499.535,17û406.612,43û145.763,81

Total Approved Budget û8.964.169,42û2.207.774,08 û29.999.198,17û1.973.435,71û1.999.993,80

No. of Researchers from Serbia 317 119 1041 130 115

No. of Research Groups in organization 114 23 267 29 47

No. of Research Organizations 51 19 98 19 29

No. of Researchers from Diaspora 0 3 18 4 0

No. of Female/Male Researchers 184/133 41/78 622/419 85/45 75/40

10

Research Programs in the evaluation phase

Research Programs 

Total

No. 7 8

Program Green Program PRISMA

No. of Submitted 

Projects

26 656

Total Budget û3.500.000,00û25.000.000,00

Min. Submitted 

Project Budget

û120.000,00û71.228,13

Max. Submitted 

Project Budget

û200.000,00û300.000,00

Total for 6 

Programs

No. of Approved Projects 206 298

Total Approved Budget û45.144.571,18 û45.942.162,77

No. of Researchers from Serbia 1643 1852

No. of Research Groups in organization 443 541

No. of Research Organizations 119 124

No. of Researchers from Diaspora 25 111

No. of Female/Male Researchers 964/679 1083/769

International Mobility and Collaboration Programs

No. 6

Program DIASPORA

No. of Submitted Projects 126

No. of Approved Projects 92

Min. Approved Project Budget û4.499,25

Max.Approved Project Budget û10.000,00

Total Approved Budget û797.591,59

No. of Researchers from Serbia 268

No. of Research Groupsin organization 92

No. of Research Organizations 43

No. of Researchers from Diaspora 88

No. of Female/Male Researchers 151/117



PROMIS2020-2022

The Program for  Excellent  Projects of Young Researchers (PROMIS) is a program of the 

Science Fund of Republic of Serbia intended  for  excellent  projects  of young 

researchers in the early phase of their  careers.

PROMIS aims to support the inclusion of excellent  young researchers in scientific  

research, strengthen the professional capacities of young researchers at an early stage 

of their  careers, train  young doctors of science to manage projects,  train  young 

researchers to apply for  other  research and development  projects  nationally  and 

internationally,  especially in the European Union, support creation  of new project  

teams, excellent  ideas and scientific  research work that  will  have a positive  impact  on 

society and industry.

Under the first  PROMIS program, 59 projects  were  approved for funding during

the period 2020-2022. Project  grants, with  a maximum value of û200,000, were 

awarded following  a rigorous two-stage evaluation spanning various disciplines,  

including natural  sciences and mathematics,  technology and engineering sciences, 

medical sciences, biotechnical  sciences, social sciences, and humanities.

The total  approved  budget  for  the  Program PROMIS was û8,964,169.42. 

Funding for  the  Program was provided  through  the  budget of  the  Republic of  Serbia 

(Ministry  of  Science, Technological Development and Innovation) .

û25,261.66

585

317
Min. Approved  

Project Budget

Researchers  

from Serbia

û8,964,169.42 51
Total Approved  

Budget

Research 

Organizations

û200,000.00

59

114
Max.Approved  

Project Budget

Submitted  

Projects

Approved  

Projects

Research Groups  

in Organizations

2 years 184/133
Project 

duration

Female/Male  

Researchers
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Out of  a total  of  59 projects  of  this  program,  47 projects  were completed  during 2022, 

while  an  additional  extension was approved for  12 projects .

Our scientists have achieved significant results within the PROMISProgram:

Scientific Results for period 2020-2022

646

424

123

Total number of publications

Publications in international journals

Number of publications in leading international journals (M21 and M21a)

PROMISGrants Approved by Research Discipline

59 Projects |û8,964,169.42 Total Budget

12

Natural sciencesand Mathematics | 24 û3,681,555.8741%

Engineeringand Technologies | 11 û1,904,995.2321%

Medical and Health sciences| 10 û1,651,857.0618%

Agricultural and Veterinary sciences| 9 û1,219,414.5114%

Socialsciencesand Humanities | 5 û506,340.756%

PROMIS 2020-2022 meeting

Meeting with 59 Principal Investigators of the PROMIS projects.



Program for Development of Projects
in the Field of Artificial Intelligence

Program for  Development of Projects in the Field of Artificial  Intelligence  (Program 

AI) aimed to support the excellence and relevance of scientific  research in the 

Republic of Serbia in the field  of artificial  intelligence .

 

Program AI was implemented  under two  subprograms. The two  subprograms 

supported basic and applied scientific  research and contribute d to the development  

of fundamental  science, and the application  of artificial  intelligence,  respectively.

The basic thematic  areas of the Program include General artificial  intelligence,  

Machine learning,  Natural language processing, Planning, Knowledge reasoning, 

Computer vision and speech communication,  and Intelligent  systems. Researchers 

were enabled to propose an additional  area regarding the predefined  thematic  areas.

After  two-stage evaluation  of the project  proposals, 12 research projects  were 

selected for  funding,  which provided a contribution  to the development  of 

agriculture,  IT, industry  4.0, and environmental  protection . 

The total  approved  budget  for  the  Program AI was û2,400,000. 

The maximum budget per project  was û200,000, and the project  duration  was up to 

two  years.

Funding for  the  Program was provided  through  the  budget of  the  Republic of  Serbia 

(Ministry  of  Science, Technological Development and Innovation) .

û121,296

70
23

119
Min. Approved  

Project Budget

Submitted  

Projects

Research Groups  

in Organizations

Researchers  

from Serbia

û2,207,774

3

Total Approved  

Budget
Researchers 

from Diaspora

û200,000

12
19

Max.Approved  

Project Budget

Approved  

Projects

Research 

Organizations

2 years

41/78

Project 

duration
Female/Male  

Researchers
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Out of a total of 12 projects within the Program for the Development of Projects in

the Field of Artificial Intelligence of intelligence, by the end of 2022, 10 projects

were completed, and two projects got an additional extension for the project

implementation for 3 months.

Our scientists have achieved significant results within the Program of Development

of Projects in the Field of Artificial inteligence :

Scientific Results for period 2020-2022:

Illustrations of the Program AI projects CleanCadet (left) by artist Srdja Dragovił and MISSION 4.0 (right) by 

artist Aleksandra Jovanił. Illustrations are part of the publication The Program for Development of Projects 

in the Field of Artificial Intelligence published by Science Fund and Center for the Promotion of Science. 

14

285

261

21

Total number of publications  

Publications in international journals

Number of publications in leading international journals (M21 and M21a)



The Serbian Science and Diaspora Collaboration 
Program - Knowledge Exchange Vouchers

Serbia is proud to have many distinguished scientists worldwide  who represent us in 

the best possible way. Science Fund supports formal  cooperation  among researchers 

from Serbia and Diaspora by introducing  collaboration  programs for  knowledge 

exchange and joint  research. There are three  different  Public Calls for  Project  

Proposals planned as part  of the Serbian Science and Diaspora Collaboration  Program. 

The first  Public Call was focused on short-term  visits of researchers from the 

Republic of Serbia to experts from the diaspora while  providing support to SROs in 

the Republic of Serbia for  developing cooperation  with  the diaspora. The support is 

designed as a mobility  grant in the form of vouchers.

The Public Call was opened on November 30, 2019, and closed on January 31, 2020. 

Total  of 126 applications  were received under this Call.

After  a two-stage evaluation,  a total  of  92 projects  were approved for  funding.

The total  approved  budget  for  the  Program DIASPORA was û800,000. 

Financing for  the  Program was provided  through  the  budget of  the  Republic of  

Serbia (Ministry  of  Science, Technological Development and Innovation) .

û4,499

126
92

268

û797,591

88

û10,000

92
43

Submitted  

Projects

Approved  

Projects

1 year

151/117

Min. Approved  

Project Budget

Max.Approved  

Project Budget

Total Approved  

Budget

Project 

duration

Researchers  

from Serbia

Research  

Groups

Research 

Organizations

Researchers 

from Diaspora

Female/Male  

Researchers
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Total number of publications

Number of international publications

Number of publications in leading international journals (M21 and M21a)

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, which caused restrictions and limitations, the start

of the implementation of the Program was postponed. At the beginning of 2022,

considering the improvement of the epidemiological situation, the conditions were

created for the continuation of project implementation within this program. Out of

92 projects, 27 projects were completed in 2022.

Our scientists have achieved significant results within the Serbian Science and

Diaspora Collaboration Program.

Scientific Results for period 2020-2022

173

75

27

16

Illustration of geographic distribution of SR0s leading the awarded Projects under the

Serbian Science and Diaspora Collaboration Program: Knowledge Exchange Vouchers

United States Germany

Sweden

Switzerland

United Kingdom

Austria

Netherlands

France

Norway

Denmark

FinlandRussia

China

Australia

Singapore

Canada

Brazil

Spain

Portugal

Italy

Belgium

Kuwait

13

5

2

11

7

4

4

1

1

1 1

2

4

1

1

1

3

3

22

2

2

1



Program IDEAS
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Program IDEAS is designed to support and finance research projects  based on 

outstanding ideas that  could have, in the future,  a significant  impact  on the 

development  of science and research, economy and/or  society,  to include 

outstanding researchers into  scientific  and research work,  to strengthen 

professional capacities of researchers and to create  new research teams.

The Program lends support to basic and applied research in all  fields  of science. 

There are no pre-defined  topics for  Projects within  the Program. The program 

allows researchers to define  their  own research programs, form their  own teams, 

and collaborate  with  relevant  laboratories,  research centres,  and industries in the 

Republic of Serbia and worldwide .

Program IDEAS is implemented  with  four  subprograms for  the development  of 

scientific  research in the following  fields  of science: 

ÅNatural  sciences and mathematics

ÅEngineering  and technological  sciences

Å (Bio)medical  sciences

ÅSocial sciences and humanities

Program IDEAS is the largest program of the Science Fund of the Republic of Serbia.

After  a two-stage evaluation,  a total  of  105 projects  were approved for  funding.

The total  approved  budget  for  the  Program IDEAS is û30,000,000. 

Based on a program budget of 30 million  euros, support was provided to the top-

ranked 105 projects,  with  28 of them receiving an additional  budget for  capital  

equipment . Considering that  investment  in capital  equipment  is an investment  in 

research and the entire  scientific  community  of Serbia, the support for  these 

projects  will  have broader value and long-term  effects  in enhancing the capacity of 

scientific  research work in Serbia.

Financing for  the  Program is provided  through  the  budget of  the  Republic of  Serbia 

(Ministry  of  Science, Technological Development and Innovation),  and World Bank 

through  Project  SAIGE.



Ourscientists haveachieved significant results within the ProgramIDEAS.

Scientific Results for 2022

Total number of publications  

Number of international publications

Number of publications in leading international journals (M21 and M21a)

412

144

56

18

û67,943

917
267

1041

û29,999,198

19

û499,535

105
98

Submitted  

Projects

Approved  

Projects

3 years

618/423

Min. Approved  

Project Budget

Max.Approved  

Project Budget

Total Approved  

Budget

Project 

duration

Researchers  

from Serbia

Research  

Groups

Research 

Organizations

Researchers 

from Diaspora

Female/Male  

Researchers

IDEASGrants Approved by Subprogram

105 Projects | û29,999,198.17 Total Budget

Natural sciencesand Mathematics | 39 û11,820,981.35 39%

Engineering and Technologies | 23 û6,565,164.09 22%

Social sciences and Humanities | 24 û5,947.684.14 20%

(Bio)Medical sciences| 19 û5,665,368.59 19%



Special Research Program on COVID-19

û46.865,92

129

130

29

û1.973.435,71

2 years

4

û406.612,43

14
19

Min. Approved  

Project Budget

Max.Approved  

Project Budget

Total Approved  

Budget

Project 

duration

Submitted  

Projects

Approved  

Projects

85/45

Researchers  

from Serbia

Research Groups  

in Organizations

Research 

Organizations

Researchers 

from Diaspora

Female/Male  

Researchers

19

Special research program on COVID-19 aimed to support projects  that  will  

contribute  to the efficient  scientific  response to the COVID-19 pandemic caused by 

the SARS-CoV-2 virus and enable better  preparedness and the timely  reaction  of the 

whole society to this pandemic.

The program was initiated  and prepared under the circumstances of the state of 

emergency declared in the Republic of Serbia considering the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Considering the importance  of involving the scientific  community,  this Program had 

a special strategic  significance for  the Republic of Serbia and its citizens.

This Program included the development  of applicable  solutions while  supporting 

applied scientific  research, the creation  of interdisciplinary  and multidisciplinary  

teams, and project  applications made by consortiums. This program was inciting  the 

projects  that  can offer  solutions that  actively  contribute  to the fulfilment  of the 

goals of this Program the fastest .

After  two-stage evaluation,  a total  of  14 research  projects  were selected for  

funding: 11 from the biomedical,  two  from economics, sociological,  psychological 

research and management of complex systems, and one project  from biomedical  

engineering and IT.

The total  approved  budget  of  the  Program was û1,975,435.71. 

Financing for  the  Program was provided  by the  World Bank through  Project  SAIGE.



Our scientists have achieved significant results within Special ResearchProgram on

COVID19

Scientific Results for period 2020-2022

20

Total number of publications  

Number of international publications

Number of publications in leading international journals (M21 and M21a)  

Patents

72

61

13

1

Implementation of project activities ðProject AntioxIdentification, Program COVID-19



Program IDENTITIES

Program IDENTITIES is the first  program of the Science Fund designed to support 

scientific  research in the fields  of social sciences and humanities.

The objectives  of the Program are to encourage excellence and relevance of 

scientific  research in Serbia in the field  of social sciences and humanities; affirm  

the importance  of social sciences and humanities for  education and society at large; 

and improvement  of international  visibility  and cooperation  within  the relevant  

scientific  field .

The subject  of the program can be the theoretical  and empirical  systematization  of 

scientific  knowledge necessary for  (re)defining  the content,  form,  and determinants  

of identity  and the importance  of social and cultural  identities  for  creating  public  

policies and government decision-making in the Republic of Serbia.

The Program is aligned with  the goals of scientific  research, in terms of creating  

new knowledge to encourage social, cultural,  artistic,  and economic development . 

The aim of the research is to preserve and affirm  national  identity  as a part  of 

civilizational  heritage and focus on social challenges and priorities .

The Public  Call for  Project  Proposals was opened  on March 14, 2022 , and it  was 

closed on May 20, 2022 . 

Initially,  1300 researchers  from  106 scientific  research  organizations  applied  

with  160 project  proposals.  After  the administrative  check, project  proposals were 

proceeded to the first  stage of evaluation . After  the first  stage of evaluation,  where 

each project  proposal was evaluated by independent  international  peer reviewers,  

33 project  proposals proceeded  to  the  second stage of  evaluation .

The second stage of evaluation  of project  proposals was performed  by the Program 

Board for  Project  Evaluation including 5 panel experts. Based on the results of the 

second stage of evaluation,  the Program Board compiled the proposal for  the final  

ranking list  of projects  proposed for  funding,  ensuring that  total  required  budget for  

all  projects  cannot be greater  than the total  budget of the Program defined  by the 

Program Act. The Program Board submitted  a proposal for  the final  ranking list  of 

projects  to the Scientific  Council of the Science Fund. Scientific  Council considered 

the proposal and submitted  positive  opinion on a final  ranking list  to the Managing 

Board of the Science Fund. Managing Board adopted the final  ranking list  of projects  

that  have been approved for  funding.
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û73.063,30 Min. Approved

Project Budget
160 Submitted

Projects

47 Research

Groups

115 Researchers

from Serbia

û1,999,993.80 Total Approved

Budget

2 years Project

duration

û145.763,81 Max.Approved

Project Budget
16 Approved

Projects

29 Research

Organizations

75/40 Female/Male

Researchers
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After  the second stage of evaluation,  16 projects  were  selected  and supported  for  

funding .  The Program IDENTITIES supports 115 researchers from 29 scientific  

research organizations. 

Lead scientific research organizations (SRO)are from Belgrade (10),  Niģ (3),  Novi 

Sad (2) and Sremska Kamenica (1). SROs from Belgrade, Novi Sad, Niģ,  Novi Pazar 

and Kosovska Mitrovica participate  as partners on projects .

Among the 16 projects  supported for  funding,  10 are managed by female  and 6 by 

male principal  investigators.

The total  approved  budget  of  the  Program IDENTITIES is û2,000,000.

Financing for  the  Program is provided  through  the  budget of  the  Republic of  Serbia 

(Ministry  of  Science, Technological Development and Innovation) .



Green Program of Cooperation  
between Science and Industry

The modern world  is facing a major  challenge when it  comes to the pollution  of the 

environment  ð water,  air and soil are becoming more and more endangered 

resources. Science will  play a key role in the fight  for  a healthier  planet  that  we 

will  leave to future  generations. Through the development  of innovative  solutions, 

science can help create  a world  where man and nature  can function  together  in a 

sustainable way. However, for  scientific  research to find  a way to practical  

application,  it  is very important  that  scientists together  with  industry  develop 

solutions that  can be applied in every aspect of society: from industry to everyday 

life .

Considering the importance  of this mission, Science Fund has opened  the  Green 

Program of  Cooperation  between  Science and Industry ,  which is intended  to 

provide practical  support for  the cooperation  of science and the industry,  based on 

the use of available scientific  potential,  as well  as support for  sustainable 

development  and raising the level  of environmental  quality. The program  is based 

on the  Program DEVELOPMENT and is in  line  with  national  strategies,  as well  as 

the  European Union strategy  òPathway to  a Healthy  Planet  for  Alló and the  

action  plan òTowards Zero Pollution  for  Air,  Water  and Soiló.

The general objectives  of the Program: supporting cooperation  between science and 

industry  based on the use of available scientific  potentials ; supporting projects  that  

can significantly  influence  the further  development  of society and the economy, 

including excellent  research in solving vital  problems of the society; engaging young 

researchers; strengthening the professional capacities of scientific  research 

institutions .

The specific  objectives  of the Program: supporting sustainable development  and 

increasing the level  of environment  quality  by solving problems that  are causing 

climate  change, environmental  pollution,  loss of biodiversity  and unsustainable use 

of natural  resources; enabling better  monitoring,  reporting  and prevention  of 

pollution  of air,  water,  soil,  and consumer products,  having in mind strategic  

national  goals of zero pollution,  cleaner circular  economy and restoration  of 

biodiversity .

The Program supports  applied  research  in  all  fields  of  science  that  will  result  in 

patents,  patent  application,  technical  solutions,  copyright  protected  works that  are 

related  to the given topics of the Program and include design and improvement  of 

the technologies,  products and services.
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û3,500,000 û200,000 24 months
Program  

budget

Max. budget  of the 

project proposal

Maximum project 

duration 
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The projects  within  this Program have predefined  themes:

1) Air,  Water,  and Soil:

ÅReducing emissions of major  air pollutants .

ÅEnhancing sustainable and efficient  water  consumption practices.

ÅDecreasing water  pollution  in industry,  agriculture,  and households.

ÅMitigating  surface and groundwater  pollution .

ÅSustainable water  resource management aiming for  ecologically  enhanced rivers  

and water  bodies.

ÅReducing soil,  water,  and air pollution  from pesticide  use.

ÅRestoration of degraded ecosystems.

ÅReducing environmental  pollution  from persistent  organic pollutants,  

microplastics,   waste, and other  harmful  persistent  substances in products.

ÅImproving contaminated  environment  cleaning procedures.

ÅAddressing environmental  quality  impacts resulting  from accidents. 

  2) Industry :

ÅDeveloping circular agriculture with minimal environmental pollution .

ÅReducing the use of micro pollutants like microplastics, including

pharmaceutical products.

ÅImplementing sustainable industrial systems, cleaner technologies,

improved business models that reduce environmental pollution, and

positively influence consumer habits.

ÅEnhancing energy efficiency with harmful gas neutralization, considering

the expansion of òpolluterspayóprinciples .

ÅInnovative approaches in the digital transformation of how regulators and

industries tackle harmful gas and material emissions, including remote sensing,

artificial intelligence, and machine learning.

ÅDesign and utilization of chemicals, materials, and products that retain

desired non-toxic properties throughout their lifecycle .

3) Waste:

ÅWaste management, plastic materials, waste electrical and electronic

equipment, batteries, hazardous chemicals, persistent organic pollutants, and

heavy metals.

ÅThe impact of waste on human health, animal life, and plant ecosystems.

The Call for  Project  Proposals was opened  on June 30, 2022 , and it  was closed on 

October  11, 2022. A total  of 26 project  proposals were submitted  to the open Public 

Call through the Portal for  submitting  scientific  projects . All 26 project  proposals passed 

administrative  check and were sent to the first  stage of project  evaluation . Within the

Green program 20 projects were approved for funding .

The total  approved  budget  of  the  Program is û3,500,000.

Financing for  the  Program is provided  through  the  budget of  the  Republic of  Serbia 

(Ministry  of  Science, Technological Development and Innovation) .



Science Fund Event ðOpening of two new programs of the Science FundðGreen Program of

Cooperation between Scienceand Industry and Program PRISMA.
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Program PRISMA

Program PRISMA supports basic and applied research in all  fields  of science. 

The objective  of the Program is to support research projects  based on excellent  

ideas that  in the future  may have a significant  impact  on the development  of science 

and research, as well  as society,  and clearly  stated motivation  for  research within  

the framework  of modern trends in the development  of science in the relevant  

scientific  fields .

Its objective  as well  is to support:  development  of scientific  and practical  aspects in 

the field  of technical  and technological  sciences; development  of research of 

strategic  importance  for  agriculture,  food production  and environmental  protection ; 

development  of experimental,  practical  and clinical  research that  should contribute  

to human health  in Serbia; research on topics that  contribute  to development  in the 

fields  of social sciences and humanities in Serbia; raising the level  of science in 

artificial  intelligence  as well  as its application ; involving young researchers in 

scientific  research and strengthening their  professional capacities.

The Program enables researchers to define  their  own research ideas and plans, form 

their  own teams and collaborate  with  relevant  laboratories,  research centres and 

industry  in Serbia and worldwide . There are no predefined  topics for  projects  within  

the Program.

The Program is implemented  within  six subprograms for  the development  of 

scientific  research in the following  fields  of science:

ÅNatural sciences and mathematics

ÅEngineering and technological  sciences

Å (Bio)medical  sciences

Å (Bio)technical  sciences

ÅArtificial  intelligence

ÅSocial sciences and humanities.

The Call for  Project  Proposals was opened  on June 30, 2022, and it  was closed 

on October  14, 2022 .  A total  of 656 project  proposals were submitted  to the open 

Public Call through the Portal for  submitting  scientific  projects . In 2022, evaluation

of project proposal has been started .

The total  approved  budget  of  the  Program PRISMA is û25,000,000.

Financing for  the  Program is provided  through  the  budget of  the  Republic of  Serbia 

(Ministry  of  Science, Technological Development and Innovation),  World Bank and 

European Union through  Project  SAIGE.
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Researchers on Submitted Projects Proposals

Lead SROs (SRO TYPE) on Submitted Project Proposals

ALLOCATION OF 

FUNDS BY LEAD SRO

Belgrade  

Novi Sad

ALLOCATION OF FUNDS BY 

RESEARCH DISCIPLINE

Natural Sciences

Engineering and Technological

Faculties 

Institutes

Integrated Universities

ALLOCATION OF FUNDS BY SRO 

TYPE  (Lead SROs + PARTNERS)

SocialSciencesand Humanities  

Artificial Intelligence

Subotica 

Sombor 

Kruģevac  

Vranje 

Valjevo 

Leskovac  

Bor

29%77,24%

16,02%

Total number of researchers 6,190

Female researchers 55.12%

Male researchers 44.88%

169

109

4

Niģ 3,28% Sciences 24%

Kragujevac 2,26% Biomedical Sciences 19%

Ńańak 0,92% Biotechnical sciences 13%

12%

3%

0,06%

0,04%

0,03%

0,03%

0,02%

0,02%

0,01%

Faculties û25.011.598,5556.92%

Institutes û17.888.435,2240.71%

Integrated Universities û551.957,601.26%

Innovation Centers û490.177,61.12%

Out of the 656 project  proposals, the largest number of projects  are in the field  of natural  

sciences and mathematics,  with  193 project  proposals, accounting for  29% of the total  

number of submitted  project  proposals, followed  by engineering and technological  

sciences (24%),  biomedical  sciences (19%),  biotechnical  sciences (13%),  social sciences and 

humanities (12%),  and the field  of artificial  intelligence  (3%). The total  budget for  the 

submitted  project  proposals within  the 6 subprograms amounts to û175,061,696.37. The 

largest portion  of the budget for  submitted  project  proposals is in the field  of natural  

sciences and mathematics,  amounting to û51,471,678.71 or 29.4% of the total  proposed 

budget,  followed  by engineering and technological  sciences (24.48%),  biomedical  sciences 

(18.8%),  biotechnical  sciences (12.89%),  social sciences and humanities (11.39%),  and the 

field  of artificial  intelligence  (3.03%).
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Project monitoring

Science Fund of the Republic of Serbia regularly supervises and monitors project  

implementation by evaluating submitted reports, organizing supervisory visits to

project teams, monitoring project activities, as well as evaluating Reports during

project implementation .

Science Fund of the Republic of Serbia periodically organizes an audit of the

expenditure of funds during the implementation of projects, in accordance with the

acts of the ScienceFund of the Republic of Serbia.

The achieved results of the Project are evaluated through annual, exceptional

evaluation and evaluation at the end of the Project implementation . Evaluation may

also include audit .

In 2022, Science Fund monitored  the implementation  of 282 projects,  evaluating 

administrative  and financial  quarterly  reports  submitted  on project  implementation . 

The monitoring  efforts   extended across diverse programs, namely PROMIS, PRVI (AI), 

DIASPORA, IDEJE, and KOVID-19.
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Supervisory visits

29

Science Fund of the Republic of Serbia conducted supervisory visits to ensure the

fulfillment of project obligations. These visits served the dual purpose - monitoring

project implementation and acquainting the Science Fund team with project

members. During the visits, Principal Investigators and project team members

presented research results, as well as the equipment and consumablesfunded under

the respective projects .

A total of 10 supervisory visits were conducted under the IDEASprogram, spanning

eight leading research institutions : Medical Faculty,  Institute  for  Multidisciplinary  

Research, Institute  for  Technology of Nuclear and Other Mineral Resources, Institute  

for  Criminological  and Sociological Research, Institute  for  Molecular Genetics and 

Genetic Engineering, Faculty of Pharmacy, Institute  for  Medical Research, and 

Faculty of Veterinary  Medicine. These visits were strategically distributed, with four

dedicated to projects in the (bio)medical subprogram, three to projects in the

natural sciences and mathematics subprogram, and two projects in the engineering 

and technologies, and social sciencesand humanities.

Science Fund actively  conducted supervisory visits to project  teams within  the 

Special Research Program on COVID-19 throughout  2022. These visits served as a 

comprehensive evaluation  of project  obligations,  a thorough review of project  

archives, and an assessment of the acquired equipment  and materials .

Supervisory visits involved experts from the SAIGE PIU team, specializing in

environmental impact, social impact, and ethical considerations. These

comprehensive visits encompassed a thorough examination of project execution,

reviews of project archives, and assessmentsof procured equipment and materials .

Engaging discussions were conducted to delve into various facets of project

activities, outcomes, and the firsthand experiences of researchers actively

contributing to the projects .

Representatives of the Science Fund visiting research team of project  

AntioxIdentification , Program COVID-19, Faculty of Medicine in Belgrade



Forthcoming 
Programs in 2023

During 2023, the Science Fund will  continue  to work on ensuring quality  conditions 

for  engaging in research projects  and the continuous progress of science in Serbia. 

Science Fund will  continue  to provide support to researchers in strengthening their  

capacities,  connect scientists from Serbia with  scientists from the diaspora, 

strengthen the capacities of young scientists and provide funds for  the 

implementation  of research in all  scientific  fields .

In 2023, four  programs are planned to be opened, three  of which represent new 

cycles of the programs PROMIS, DIASPORA and IDEAS, while  the fourth  program 

PROOF OF CONCEPT is a new program of the Science Fund.
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1) PROOF OF CONCEPT

Testing of scientific ideas, hypotheses or assumptions 

with possibilities of commercial  application

Program duration: 1 year

2) PROMIS 2023

Support for young researchers and researchers at the 

beginning of their scientific career (all  scientific research 

fields)

Program duration: 2 years

3) DIASPORA 2O23

Cooperation of Serbian science with the diaspora 

(all scientific research areas)

Program duration: 2 years

4) IDEAS 2023

Support for basic and applied research based on excellent 

ideas (all scientific research areas)

Program duration: 3 years



Project Evaluation

Project  evaluation  procedures are aligned with  international  standards applied by 

other  funding agencies in the EU countries. Evaluation procedures include 

administrative  check and two  stages of evaluation . The Proposal that  has passed the 

administrative  check is sent to the first  stage of the evaluation  procedure.

First  stage of  evaluation  - Each Project  Proposal is evaluated by peer reviewers,  

foreign  internationally  acclaimed experts,  which are assessing by the three  criteria : 

excellence,  impact,  and implementation  of the Project  Proposal. The proposals are 

ranked after  the first  stage of evaluation . Proposals that  pass the first  stage of 

evaluation  and whose individual  budgets in total  do not exceed the double Program 

budget are being proceeded to the second stage of evaluation .

Second stage of  evaluation  - Members of the Program Board are foreign experts 

with  an internationally  recognized professional career. The Program Board performs 

evaluation  of all  proposals that  are qualified  for  the second stage of evaluation .

Ranking list  - Based on the final  evaluation,  the Program Board forms a ranking list  

of Project  Proposals that  have met  both levels of evaluation  and will  be funded 

within  the available funds of the Program. The final  ranking list  needs to be 

accepted by the Scientific  Council and adopted by the Managing Board of the Science 

Fund.

Transparency  of  the  expert  selection  ð SFRS Call for  expression of Interest  for  Peer 

Reviewers is permanently  open and published on official  website. Reviewers must 

have a PhD, at least 5 years of work experience,  scientific  references,  and 

experience in project  evaluation . For the evaluation  of a specific  Project  Proposal, 

expert  reviewers for  the given field  are engaged. Members of the Program Board that  

evaluate projects  in the second stage are elected  in the same way, with  the 

exception  that  they are appointed by the SFRS Managing Board after  a public  call .

Publishing  the  Results ð SFRS publishes all  results on the official  website,  showing 

the final  ranking list  with  all  project  proposals which are approved for  funding,  

project  partners,  final  scores, and approved budgets.
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Three Main Criteria for the  
Evaluation of All Project Proposals

1. Excellence

Science Fund supports projects with  

sustainable goals, clear concepts, and  

systematic and well -designed working  

methodologies. High-level scientific  

excellence, quality, and innovative ideas  

represent the fundamental values of all  

projects supported by the Fund.

2. Impact

Projects should contribute towards resolving 

relevant social issues and current topics. The 

quality of the project proposals is evaluated 

based on the usability and potential 

dissemination value of the expected results. 

Project activities and results are presented to 

diferent target  groups.

3. Implementation

Projects have an efective work plan and  

resources, matched with goals, tasks, and  

expected results. The complementary skills  

and aptitudes of the participants and the  

whole teamõs expertise are evaluated.

Participants have the resources and  

knowledge to fulfill their roles and tasks.
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Experts for Project Evaluation 
and Selection

Our peer reviewers are international experts from 63 countries, and we continuously 

keep expanding our pool of experts for new programs.

Grand Total 1300+ 

USA

Ukraine  

UK

Uganda 

Turkey 

Thailand 

Switzerland

Sweden 

Spain

SouthAfri ca  

SouthKorea  

Slovenia 

Slovakia 

Russia 

Romania 

Portugal 

Poland 

Pakistan 

Norway

New Zealand  

Netherlands

Montenegro  

Mauritius 

Malta

Macedonia (North)  

Luxembourg 

Lithuania 

Lebanon

Latvia 

Kuwait 

Korea 

Japan 

Italy 

Israel 

Ireland 

Iran 

Indonesia  

India 

Hungary 

Greece 

Germany 

Georgia

France 

Finland 

Ethiopia 

Estonia 

Denmark

CzechRepublic  

Cyprus

Croatia 

Colombia  

China 

Chile 

Canada 

Bulgaria 

Brazil

Bosniaand Herzegovina  

Belgium

Azerbaijan  

Austria 

Australia 

Argentina 

Albania
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System support for the  
development of Science Fund

To achieve its mission and vision, as well  as to effectively  devise, implement,  

monitor,  and improve its Programs, Science Fund has been carrying out consultations 

with  all  major  stakeholders including,  the Ministry of Education, Science and 

Technological Development,  representatives  of the Government of the Republic of 

Serbia, World Bank and European Union through Project  SAIGE, representatives  of 

SROs, members of the scientific  community  in the Republic of Serbia, research 

organizations,  individual  researchers. 

In 2022, the Science Fund continued its collaboration  with  the Ministry of Education, 

Science, and Technological Development of the Republic of Serbia (MPNTR), as well  

as other  public  institutions,  including the newly formed Ministry of Science, 

Technological Development and Innovation established on October 26th,  2022. 

Resources allocated  by relevant  ministries  through the budget of the Republic of 

Serbia have facilitated  financial  support for  scientific  research programs 

administered  by the Science Fund.

Throughout the year,  regular cooperation  and communication  persisted,  addressing 

key matters  related  to the institution's  operations, program implementation,  

initiation  of new funding programs, and efforts  to enhance and promote  science in 

Serbia. This ongoing communication  took various forms,  including quarterly  reports 

on Science Fund activities,  visits by ministry  representatives,  joint  meetings, and 

interactions  with  representatives  of the scientific  community  and international  

institutions  collaborating  on science development  in Serbia.

Building Institutional  
Capacity
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Support from World Bank and 
European Union through Project SAIGE

35

European Union and World Bank are key partners who have contributed  to the 

development  of Science Fund, not only by providing funds for  project  

implementation,  but  also by supporting the development  of procedures and 

strengthening the internal  capacities of the Science Fund. 

Funding for  the Project  SAIGE was provided by the budget of the Republic of Serbia 

(Ministry of Science, Technological Development and Innovation),  through a loan and 

technical  support from the World Bank, and non-refundable  financial  support from 

the European Union.

The goal of the Project  SAIGE is to improve the relevance and excellence of 

scientific  research, as well  as to raise the capacity of scientific  research 

organizations,  and to promote  innovative  entrepreneurship  and access to funding for  

company growth,  to contribute  to the growth  and competitiveness of the Serbian 

economy.

During 2022, representatives  of the Science Fund held regular meetings with  

associates from the World Bank engaged in monitoring  the implementation  of the 

Project  SAIGE. Representatives of Science Fund regularly  informed  representatives  of 

the WB and other  participants  of the Project  SAIGE about ongoing activities . 

Cooperation with  the WB included regular communication  regarding program 

activities  and the preparation  of new programs.

Over the past year,  representatives from the World Bank were hosted by the Science 

Fund on three  different  occasions. Science Fund hosted the delegation  of the World 

Bank, organizing thematic  meetings with  a wider  circle  of collaborators  on the 

Project  SAIGE, including the beneficiaries  of the funds, i.e. scientists.

Visit of delegations of the World Bank and the European Union



Delegations of the World Bank and the European Union visited  the Science Fund on 

September 12, 2022. Science Fund representatives  presented work and programs of 

the Science Fund. During the meeting,  Science Fund discussed with  partners the 

improvement  of procedures, and further  development  of Science Fundõs capacities. 

Representatives of the World Bank and the European Union praised the development  

of Science Fund programs and procedures.

On October 5, 2022, a joint  meeting was organized, which was attended  by Shaoqing 

Yu, the regional director  of the World Bank for  the Western Balkans. The meeting 

was attended  by the World Bank Country Manager for  Serbia, Europe and Central 

Asia Nikola Pontara, other  representatives  of the World Bank, Ministry of Education, 

Science and Technological Development,  Innovation Fund of the Republic of Serbia, 

Institute  for  Molecular Genetics and Genetic Engineering, Nikola Tesla Institute  of 

Electrical  Engineering, and Science Fund of the Republic of Serbia.

The participants  presented the activities  and plans of their  institutions  within  the 

further  implementation  of the Project  SAIGE. Science Fund also presented several 

projects  funded within  PROMIS 2020 program.
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Cooperation with experts on environmental 
protection, social impacts, and ethical issues

As part  of building  capacity of the Science Fund, within  the Project  SAIGE were hired 

experts on environmental  protection,  social impacts,  and ethical  issues who evaluate 

compliance of projects  with  ESMF plan. During 2022, these experts evaluated 

projects  funded within  the Program IDEAS. As a result  of the experts' assessments, 

the Science Fund organized meetings with  the principal investigators of certain  

projects  that  World Bank experts identified  as requiring  increased oversight 

regarding environmental,  social, and ethical  impacts.

Out of a total  of 105 projects  approved for  funding,  40 projects  were marked as 

projects  which needed to go through additional  checks related  to the impact  on the 

environment,  social and ethical  issues. For this purpose, the Science Fund organized 

a total  of 40 individual  meetings with  principal investigators of selected projects  in 

the period from April  8 to June 23, 2022. During 40 meetings, a total  of 50 

recommendations were issued for  24 projects . The recommendations were related  to 

the creation  of documented information/instructions/procedures  for  work in the 

laboratory,  waste management, and preparation  of the project  proposals. 

In the period from October to December 2022, Science Fund organized 10 supervisory 

visits attended  by experts on environment,  social and ethical  issues engaged through 

the Project  SAIGE, as well  as representatives  of the PIU team,  and representatives  of 

the Science Fund. 
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Innovation strategy consulting 
Company ð CARSA

Through Project  SAIGE, Science Fund hired CARSA, an innovation  strategy consulting  

company, for  evaluation  of the work and programs of Science Fund.

CARSA conducted surveys with  applicants and users of funds on the first  5 programs 

of  the Science Fund (PROMIS, IDEAS, AI, COVID-19, and DIASPORA), and comparative  

analysis  of the surveys revealed that  principal  investigators positively  assessed their  

participation  in the Science Fund programs and their  impact  on achieving excellence 

in scientific  research activities  in Serbia. According to their  opinion,  implementation  

of the funded projects  strengthens their  professional capacities,  and empower young 

researchers to  manage large scientific  projects .

International  evaluators,  in their  analysis of the Science Fundõs work,  particularly   

emphasized the results related  to scientistsõ opinions on the impact  and importance  

of  individual  programs of the Science Fund, PROMIS and IDEAS, on the scientific  

community   in Serbia. On a scale from 1 to 5, the impact  of the Science Fund 

programs on the  professional development  of researchers received mostly positive  

ratings from principal   investigators.

CARSA, as well,  evaluated projects  funded by the Science Fund. This agency will  

continue  its work during 2023.



International Work Group for design 
and further development of SFRS 
programs and procedures

Through Project  SAIGE, Science Fund established the International  Work Group for  

design and further  development  of SFRS programs and procedures, which consists of 

foreign  collaborators : Dr. Dorothea Sturn, Dr. Adrian Kuraj,  Dr. Franci Demsar and Dr. 

Roko Andricevic. The representatives  of the work group are internationally  

recognized experts with  many years of experience in scientific  research and 

management of European science funds, and they actively  participate  and contribute  

to the development  of the Science Fund.

During 2022, the representatives  of the Science Fund held regular weekly meetings 

with  members of the Work Group, where they worked on improving the evaluation  

procedures and monitoring  of project  implementation,  based on successful practices  

from European countries,  and in accordance with  the legal framework  in Serbia. 

Representatives of the Science Fund and members of the SFRS Work Group 

together with the pr incipal investigator of project WARMED , Program PROMIS 

2020, during supervisory visit,  Institute for Biological  Research "SiniģaStankovił"

Thanks to a comprehensive and detailed analysis of the work procedures of the

Science Fund, the Work Group proposed a certain number of new procedures that

have already been implemented in new programs, and several changes were

proposed regarding the Law on the Science Fund of the Republic of Serbia that would

enable greater efficiency of the ScienceFundõswork.

After a careful analysis of data and proposals, SFRShad simplified the administrative

procedures for  preparation and submission of project proposals, project

implementation, project monitoring and project reporting .
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International Collaboration

In November 2021, Science Fund proudly joined  Science Europe, becoming a member 

of this esteemed organization. Collaborating with  science funds and research 

agencies from over 40 European countries,  Science Fund actively  engages in the 

initiatives  of Science  Europe. The organization is committed  to enhancing the 

landscape of scientific  research,  ultimately  fostering  a positive  impact  on the long-

term  development  of European research area.

As the newest member of Science Europe, Science Fund has swiftly gained

recognition for its rapid advancement, commitment to developing procedures aligned

with international standards, and its significant contributions to scientific

advancements through funding and support for research projects .

Dr. Milica ŏurił-Jovińił,  the Acting Director  of Science Fund, participated  in a 

meeting on September 15, 2022. The meeting centered  around the international   

agreement on reforming  the evaluation  of scientific  research, highlighting  Science 

Fundõs  active  involvement  in shaping the future  of scientific  evaluation .

Under the umbrella of Science Europeõsactivities, Science Fund took part in the

òBelmontóforum, a gathering of institutions supporting research in environmental

protection . Two òonlineó workshops were conducted,  focusing on funding and 

support for  research  addressing the critical  issue of climate  change.

From December 12-13, 2022, òUKResearch and Innovation,óin partnership with

Science Europe, organized a regional meeting of European institutions dedicated to

financing science and scientific research. This event provided a valuable platform

for sharing insights and fostering collaboration among institutions .

In the spirit  of partnership  and progress, Science Fund continues to collaborate  with  

European partners,  actively  contributing  to the development  of programs and  

procedures that  advance scientific  research. The commitment  to these collaborative  

efforts  underscores Science Fundõs dedication  to the collective  advancement of 

scientific  knowledge and innovation  on the European stage.

In November 2022, representatives from the Science Fund of the Republic of Serbia  

actively  participated  in the session of the General Assembly of the Science Europe  

organization held in Zurich and hosted by the Swiss National Science Foundation. The 

assembly delved into  discussions on forging new standards for  evaluating science and 

scientific  work,  enhancing excellence and competitiveness in research, and 

addressing the ethical  dimensions of communication  between the research 

community,   politics,  and the public .

Science Europe
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International Cooperation  
Development Plan for 2023

In 2022 Science Fund has established a new sector dedicated to international

cooperation . Simultaneously, Science Fund has initiated the development of new

procedures to outline ways of funding international projects .

A particularly  important  aspect of international  cooperation  development  in 2023 will  

be the establishment  of bilateral  and multilateral  collaborations  with  related   

institutions  abroad. In this regard,  initial  contacts have already been made with  

potential   partners,  with  meetings scheduled to take place in 2023.

Collaborating with partners across Europe, the Science Fund remains dedicated to

advancing its program. A key focus is on developing criteria for project selection

that not only uphold the highest quality standards but are also aligned with those in

other countries.
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Cooperation and Open  
Communication with the 
Scientific Community in 
Serbia

Science Fund gives great attention to openness and transparency as the guiding

principles of its work. In preparation and implementation of its Programs, Science

Fund reaches out to the scientific community with the aim to get feedback that will

improve the quality of the prepared Programs. Since its establishment Science Fund

has been dedicated to communication with researchers.

By promoting  open communication,  Science Fund builds transparency and trust  within   

the scientific  community. Researchers provide feedback on funding priorities,  suggest  

innovative  ideas, and offer  insights important  for  the work of Science Fund. This  

collaborative  approach strengthens the research ecosystem.

Communication and collecting  feedback are performed  through thematic  workshops,  

webinars, open-door sessions, info  days, surveys, and many other  forms of  

communication  channels.

To ensure open communication  and valuable feedback from scientific  community  

Science Fund organized meetings and visits to the universities  in Belgrade, Novi Sad, 

Kragujevac and Novi Pazar. Representatives of Science Fund presented the results,  

programs, and work of the Science Fund, while  the representatives  of scientific  

community  shared their  view of procedures and programs and gave important  

suggestions and comments about the future  improvements.
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Science Fund visits the University of Novi Sad (top left), University of Kragujevac

(top right), University of Belgrade (bottom left) and State University of Novi Pazar

(bottom right) .

At the ETRAN conference,  the oldest scientific  conference in Serbia, which was held 

at the State University in Novi Pazar, Acting Director  of Science Fund, Dr.  Milica 

ŏurił-Jovicic,  announced the opening of new programs of the Science Fund.

Meetings with  the scientific  community  represented an opportunity  to discuss the  

experiences during the submission of project  proposals, and implementation  of 

projects  within  Science Fundõs programs, as well  as to start  a constructive  discussion 

on ways to  further  improve the processes.

Meeting with representatives of the  scientific research 

organizations of the  University of Belgrade
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